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Performance 
since 1925

• 31 butterfly species in our district

• 28% loss of species

• 98% loss of wildflower meadows

• 99% loss of heathland

• 100% gain in woodland, but 

severe decline in management

• Massive increase in the use of 

Pesticides



Since 2000 …

• Purple Emperor and Silver-washed 
Fritillary have arrived!

• Slight improvement in Woodland 
management

• Creation of glades and clearings

• Ride widening

• Coppicing

• Woodland edge management –
scallop at Bricket Wood Common



Most woods still in 
unfavourable condition

Forestry operations 
often uneconomic

Reduction in wood 
burning

Threats from 
development



Improving 
Grassland 
Habitats

• Let the grass grow

• How about some wild 
flowers?

• Here come the insects!

• Keep scrub and course 
vegetation at bay

• Varied management is 
good



St Albans Low 
Mow and 
Wildflower Sites 
2024

• Volunteer recording 
since 2021

• 275 visits to 33 sites
• In 2024, butterfly 

numbers up 75% on 
previous years

• Wildflower seeding 
highly beneficial when 
Yellow Rattle is included

• It works and we need 
much more!



Chalk grassland 
habitat creation -
Greenwood Park 
Butterfly Bank



Habitat creation advice

Caterpillar foodplants are 
vital

Wildflowers providing 
nectar through the year

Hedges, trees and shrubs

Sunshine and shelter

• Urban

• A guide to managing urban habitats 
for butterflies



Priorities

• Create more species rich 
grasslands

• Improved management of 
woods and hedge

• Reduce pesticide use

• Work with developers - new 
homes for wildlife

• Better engagement with 
people



Thank you for listening

Find out more on our 
website

Herts & Middx 
Butterfly Conservation

Join the 

Big Butterfly Count

Thanks to all the 
photographers whose 
work I have used in 
this presentation

https://www.hertsmiddx-butterflies.org.uk/index.php
https://www.hertsmiddx-butterflies.org.uk/index.php
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